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Welcome to the
Dad Allies Learning Series 

We 
know 
that:

Child and family well-being improve when fathers are positively 
engaged in their children’s lives.

Fathers play a unique and important role in children’s 
development.

Fathers should have support and resources to become the 
fathers they aspire to be.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to our 7th monthly Dad Allies Learning Series Session!My name is We want to thank our sponsors I come to you today as a guest of the Nisqually Tribe from their ancestral lands at the bottom of the Salish Sea.  These lands have been and still are a traditional gathering place for the Coast Salish people. I recognize that all who are not Salish people are visitors and I commit to join to share their history, build relationships with our tribal partners to restore the settlers damage done to land, sea, and families.We will be recording this session so you can share, please monitor accordinglyIntroduce self and your relationship to fathering in the chatIntroduce speaker 
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Engaging Fathers

Dad Allies Child Welfare Session 1
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Relative Placement
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Relative Placement

• By law, paternity must be established before 
paternal relatives can be included in a Relative 
Search.

• The Division of Child Support will no longer be 
establishing paternity testing for children who are 
placed in out of home care. 

• Fathers are responsible to work with the Social 
Worker to establish paternity. 

• Even if a child is placed with a maternal relative, 
father’s should be inquiring if or when a search 
was completed on their family.
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Shared Planning Meetings

Father’s involvement in all DCYF shared planning meetings is very important. You will help develop 
your family case plan to eliminate safety threats, create permanency goals for your child and make a 
plan to visit with your child. There are multiple types of meetings in which you will be involved. The 
most frequent types of meetings include Family Team Decision Making (FTDM) and Permanency 
Planning. These meetings are a great time to present your view, what you believe needs to change 
and what support you need to make these changes happen.
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Family Team Decision Making Meeting 
• Purpose

• Family Team Decision Making (FTDM) meetings follow the Shared Planning 
Meeting model of engaging the family and others who are involved with the 
family to participate in critical decisions regarding the removal of children 
from their home, placement stabilization and prevention, and reunification or 
placement into a permanent home.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Removing a child and anytime out-of-home placement of a child is being considered.Moving a child from one placement to another.Trial return home or reunification of a child with parents.
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Permanency Planning Meetings 
• Purpose 

• To engage parents, children and youth, caregivers, relatives, fictive kin, 
natural supports, and others, as appropriate, in the development of a plan 
that prioritizes child safety and meets the support and service needs of the 
parents, children and youth, and caregivers. These meetings provide an 
opportunity for information to be shared, case plans to be developed and 
decisions made that will support the safety, permanency, and well-being of 
children.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
6 months9-11 months15 months18 months 
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Permanency From Day One 
Enhances Permanency Planning Meetings through 
Key Components:
• Independent Assigned Facilitator
• Engagement through pre-meets & invitations
• Ongoing collaboration during meetings every 90 

days
• Neutral Shared Planning Meeting Setting through 

virtual platform (Zoom)

Mediation of Disagreements 
& 

Shared Decision Making Teaming Approach

Respect 

Transparency

Inclusion 
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Dependency Timeline 

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/CWP_0044.pdf
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Dependency Timeline 
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/CWP_0044.pdf

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/CWP_0044.pdf
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DCYF Engaging Fathers Campaign
• Regional Fatherhood leads 

• Relaunch Engaging Fathers Website

• Monthly newsletter 

• Father recognition with award ceremony 

www.dcyf.wa.gov
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DCYF Practice Improvement 
• Families First Prevention Act 

• Office of Juvenile Justice 

• Child and Family Services Review (CFSR)
• Program Improvement (PIP)
• Annual Progress and Services Review (APSR)

• WA Caregiver Application Portal (WA CAP)

• Citizen Review Panel 

• D.S. Lawsuit Settlement

DCYF Practice Improvement 

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/practice-improvement/permanency-from-day-one


www.dcyf.wa.govwww.dcyf.wa.gov

Acknowledgment 
DCYF would like to acknowledge and thank the WA Fatherhood Council -
Washington Fathers Photo Bank for the use of some of the photographs included in 
this presentation. The photo bank is a collection of photos donated by Washington 
fathers to meet the demand for royalty free photographs depicting fathers and 
their children. 
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